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Turning points

Every change opens new avenues, gives you new vistas

hat are some of [

the major turn-
ing points in
your career?

Martini: There have been
anumber of inflection points
as aworking professional. The
first was while I was working
as an engineering intern in a
microcircuits factory at Mo-
torola during college. It was a
terrific job as a student and
offered a glimpse of what my
life would have been like as a full-time engineer.
I realized it would have been interesting and well
within my sweet spot but not enough to enable
me to stretch and grow the way I wanted — so I
chose law school.

Other significant turning points include trans-
itioning my practice from real estate to intellec-
tual property my second year of practice; making
partner at my firm; my first significant leadership
position at DLA Piper, which was as the Chicago
office hiring partner; and when I joined the firm’s
executive committee. Each of these experiences
have started a new chapter in my professional
development and have provided the opportunity
to meaningfully diversify my skill set.

Susler: The first was when I switched from
defense to plaintiffs’ personal injury, finally em-
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anything differently. I am
one of the lucky ones be-
cause I like who I am today,
where [ am in my career and
have a fulfilling life. So I
would not change a thing.

What is some advice you
wish others had given you
along the way?

Martini: There are a few
lessons I have learned along
the way that I wish I had
been told earlier. First, while
a career in the law can be very rewarding, it can
also be all-consuming, and it is important to pur-
sue outside hobbies and interests too so that you
can be a happier, better-balanced person.

You also need to consistently look for ways to
stretch and grow as a professional. While many
lawyers often equate this with learning different
areas of the law and taking on a wide variety of
work projects, it is also just as important, if not
more so, to develop your soft skills. People who
are truly good at both can be hard to find and are
the ones who tend to find more professional and
personal success and satisfaction in the long
run.

Susler: I actually received some outstanding
advice along the way, particularly from my father.
What I truly wish I had done is follow his advice.

barking upon my life’s goal. The next major in-
flection points were realizing that I did not enjoy
plaintiffs’ PT work and then taking a leap of faith and going in-house.
This required completely re-engineering my career to become an in-
house generalist, which I discovered I love doing. Another important
point was joining the Association of Corporate Counsel Chicago Board
of Directors. I have not only learned many valuable skills and made
good friends, I have also been able to become a leader in the in-house
bar in Chicago and make a positive difference for my colleagues, some-
thing I did not initially set out to do but am greatly honored to have
been able to accomplish.

If you could do it all over again, what would you do differently?

Martini: In large part, I am very happy and fulfilled with the decis-
ions I have made over the course of my career. If I could turn back the
clock, I would have found time to finish the master’s degree in safety
engineering I started while I was in college. I would have also started
developing my professional network earlier. Being an introvert by na-
ture, it was hard for me to come out of my shell until I was forced to do
it.

Susler: I can think of many things, such as going to a smaller college
and taking business courses in college. However, the reality is that I
would not be the person or the lawyer that I am today had I done

I now get it and follow it, at least what I still can.
My father’s advice actually is the bulk of the ad-
vice I now pass along to others.

What is the best advice you have ever received?

Martini: [ have been the beneficiary of a lot of great advice over the
years. One thing that immediately comes to mind is when I was told to
channel my interest and proficiency in math and science into studying
engineering in college. Having this background has been a game-
changer for me, even though I did not ultimately have a career as an
engineer.

It has enabled me to look at the world and its perplexities through
avery different, more discerning lens, which gives me the opportunity
to bring something unique to the table. I am also a firm believer in the
importance of following your passion, which was some great advice I
was given a number of years ago.

Susler: Two pieces of excellent advice from my father were to treat
everyone well and as your equal, because they are and because you can
learn from everyone. Also, keep an open mind and learn as much as you
can about as many different topics as possible, as everything affects the
practice of law, in ways you cannot necessarily anticipate. It will help
you be a better lawyer. m
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